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the situation itself, and are little troubled by
the magic arts which enable her persecutor. to
remove all rocks from the coast of Brilfeny.
Constance is no tragedy-queen, but a true-
hearted, simple woman; and the fact that she
lives in a world of miracles never obtrudes
itself. We accept her adventures without a
qualm since our interest lies in her personality,
and the odd thing is that her personality,
attractive as it is, strikes one as so little out
of the common. Writers of the day, as a
rule, desired either to point a moral or to
thrill their readers by sheer force of adventure,
Chaucer took the accepted conventions of his
day, and pierced through them to the human
nature underneath.